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ZAPATISMO: FROM THE PERSPECTIVE OF COMPLEX
THOUGHT

Davin GREENWALT* ¥ ROBERT BENTLEYF*

INTRODUCTION

was interested in seeing how

the Zapatistas are doing with

the sciences of complexity. They
are not making a self-government
of an authority, but a system of
communities. And one thing |
think we should study more and
more is how cooperative systems
are organized. How community
systems are organized. How
systems for human emancipation
are organized.

Pablo Gonzdlez Casanova, 2013.%

Abandon the urge to simplify
everything, to look for formulas
and easy answers, and to begin to

! Me intereso ver como se relaciona lo que estan haciendo
los zapatistas con las ciencias de la complejidad. Ellos no
estan haciendo un autogobierno de una autoridad, sino
de un sistema de comunidades. Y una cosa que crec gue
debemos de estudiar cada vez mds es cdmo se organizan
sisternas de cooperativas. Como se organizan sistemas
de comunidades. Como se organizan sistemas para la
emancipacion humana.

*  David Greenwalt es docente en la Universidad del Valle de
México (UVM), Campus Tuxtla Gutiérrez, Chiapas. Tiene Maestria
en Administracion Plblica; actualmente es candidato al doctorado
en el programa de pensamiento complejo en Multiversidad Mundo
Real Edgar Morin. Sus intereses académicos son los movimientos
sociales y la politica publica respecto a las comunidades indigenas.
Es miembro de [a tribu indigena Potawatomi de Oklahoma.

** Robert Bentley es profesor de inglés en la Universidad Auténoma
de Chiapas (UNACH) en el Departamento de Lenguas. Es originario
de Canada.

think multidimensionally, to glory in the
mystery and paradoxes of life, not to be
dismayed by the multitude of causes and
consequences that are inherent in each
experience -- to appreciate the fact thot life
is complex. Scott Peck, 1978.7

The introductory quote from Pablo Gonzilez
Casanova was the inspiration to investigate the
Zapatista movement from the perspective of
complex thought. The logical place to begin,
therefore, is to build this paper on the foundation
of complex thought, and to provide an
explanation as to what complex thought means
to the contemporary academic community.

In the last half of the twentieth century, there
was a significant change in the epistemology
of scientific thought. This change began in the
disciplines of the natural sciences and then
extended to the disciplines of the social sciences.
The knowledge gained from the new ideas and
tools of innovative technology demonstrated
that the paradigms of classical science could no
longer explain the observations of cybernetics,
guantum physics and bio-medical phenomena.
Simplistic reductionism and linear cause-effect
were insufficient to explain the multiple complex
actions, reactions and interactions which occur
and in which unexpected structures arise and
form. Gradually, this new perspective began

* Abandona el impulso de simplificar todo, busca férmulas y
respuestas faciles, y comienza a pensar multidimensionalmente, a
gloriarse en el misterio y las paradojas de la vida, no desalentarse
por la multitud de causas y consecuencias inherentes a cada
experiencia - aprecia el hecho de que la vida es compleja.
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